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Racism in 2006

“Two-thousand-and-six is not 1952, states Michael Melendez, associate professor and
former director of the Urban Leadership Program at Simmons College Graduate School of
Social Work in Boston. “It would be disingenuous to say we haven’t seen considerable
gains. I remember the level of violence, of lynching and dogs being set on people. But some
entrenched aspects of racism have not changed, such as criminal sentencing. Blacks
consistently get higher and more severe penalties than whites. And there are areas of health:
doctors are less likely to give pain medication to blacks, and blacks get more invasive
procedures around cardiovascular conditions. Racism is alive and well in the United States,
despite what many neoconservative thinkers would have us believe. Its form and expression
have simply become more subtle.”
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